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Addressing the key issues
facing buyers and offer-
ing the chance to meet

the biggest players in energy is
the Energy Event 2010, taking
place at the National
Motorcycle Museum,
Birmingham on 8th and 9th of
September.

To ensure visitors are
offered the opportunity to
maximise their learning time at
the show there is a comprehen-
sive seminar programme. This
provides discussions that are
both relevant and authoritative
on issues that really matter to
the industry.  

MEUC will be presenting an
afternoon seminar on both days
of the event, chaired by Andrew
Buckley, MEUC Director
General. On the first day it will
focus on steps to take control of
your energy future - including
preparing your energy and car-
bon plan for the low carbon
future. On the second day the
session offers practical advice to

help you forecast your energy
prices and carbon costs. Each
session starts at 1pm with lunch
and finishes at 4pm with your
opportunity to ask key industry
players your questions and get
answers that will help you in the
year ahead. Over 100 delegates
have already booked for the
MEUC sessions.

During the two days the
Energy Services & Technology
Association (ESTA) and the
Chartered Institute of Building
Service Engineers (CIBSE) will
also be running conferences.

In addition there will be a
series of seminars under the
Energy Insight conference ban-
ner. These consists of two half
day sessions covering econom-
ics, climate change, energy pol-
icy and security, nuclear,
demand management and car-
bon reduction. 

The sessions on both days
are brought to a close with a
case study presented by a prac-
titioner from within the indus-

try. On the first day it will
demonstrate what tools and
support the energy procure-
ment professional of the 21st
Century needs while on day two
the case study will look at inte-
grating climate policy into an
overall business energy strategy.

New for this year will be the
npower zone, an interactive
area for visitors plus a seminar
theatre. The seminars will pro-
vide detailed guidance on
developing an integrated ener-
gy policy including input and
opinion from its own experts
and customers.

In addition some of the
biggest names in energy gener-
ation, procurement and all
manner of management tech-
nology and service providers
are exhibiting. Amongst the
120 exhibitors, core disciplines
such as heating, compressed
air, motors, drives, ventilating,
air conditioning and lighting
are well represented as are
other technologies including

voltage optimisation, thermog-
raphy and water softeners.
Exhibitors specialising in energy
monitoring, consultancy and
purchasing are also present.

The Energy Event's
approach to innovative event
management sees the continua-
tion of the five- year agreement
with the carbon management
company and event organiser,
Carbon Clear. Under the terms
of the agreement, Carbon Clear
is the official carbon manage-
ment and offset partner for the
annual exhibition and confer-
ence as well as being available
during the course of the event
to offer advice on differing
applications. 

The Energy Event is free to
enter, has free parking, but reg-
ister in advance for entry tickets
and book your seminar places
as these are extremely popular.
To register, and for more infor-
mation on exhibitors and the
seminar programme, visit:
www.theenergyevent.com

ENERGY EVENT PREVIEW

TAKE
CONTROL
OF YOUR
ENERGY
FUTURE!
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NEWS

Hosepipe
ban – but
Water
Watchdog 
still expects
high quality
service

United Utilities may have introduced
a hosepipe ban in early July, but the
Consumer Council for Water still

expects the company to deliver a high qual-
ity customer service, and to continue to
keep customers well informed.

Andrea Cook, Chair of the Consumer
Council for Water's Northern Committee,
said: "United Utilities is facing its driest start
to the year since 1929 and has announced
a hosepipe ban. It applies to all customers
except those in Carlisle, Allderdale,
Copeland and the north Eden Valley1.  

"Consumers are concerned about their
water environment and accept the need to
conserve water. Indeed, 80 per cent of con-
sumers tell us that they are prepared to
accept restrictions - as long as water com-
panies can demonstrate that they have
done all they can to effectively manage
water supplies.

"We have seen significant advances in
companies meeting leakage targets and
maintaining a good quality and consistent
supply, but we expect companies to be partic-
ularly active on leakage at times of drought."

Utilities 
companies taking
responsibilities
seriously
EDF Energy and United Utilities have been
named Examples of Excellence in Business
in the Community's 2010 Awards for
Excellence.

EDF Energy took away the Example of
Excellence in the Building Stronger
Communities Award and United Utilities
has won the Example of Excellence for the
Northern Foods Rural Action Award cate-
gory. EDF was also Highly Commended in
the Skills in the Workplace Award, support-
ed by the Department for Business
Innovation and Skills, and in association
with Asset Skills.

The awards were presented by Radio
4's James Naughtie at an event held at the
Royal College of Music, London.

Solar cash to help Britain's churches 
BRITAIN'S churches and other religious buildings could raise £34 million a year for their coffers by
installing solar panels, according to new figures from the British Gas Green Streets programme.

Research shows that solar panels on Britain's religious buildings could generate over £29
million a year through Feed-In Tariffs for generating "green" electricity. 

They could also make further savings of nearly £5 million a year by not having to buy elec-
tricity, as their energy needs would be met through the solar panels. A recent report found that
a quarter of all 44 Church of England dioceses are running deficits.

As well as improving their finances, Britain's religious buildings could also do their bit to
help protect the environment, as the CO2 savings could also be significant - up to 42,000
tonnes of carbon emissions each year,.

Phil Bentley, Managing Director of British Gas, said: "Religious buildings are particularly
well suited to solar power as they tend to have large south-facing roofs, which receive direct
sunlight for the main part of the day.   

"The Government's Feed-In Tariff scheme is the key to unlocking the potential of solar
power in Britain.  We are committed to helping businesses and faith groups make the most of
this opportunity to cut their carbon footprint and earn money for the electricity they generate."

Sun shines
on Festival
of Hope

One sunny weekend in June saw peo-
ple flock from all over the UK to
take part in an altogether different

cultural experience at the Gwyl Gobaith
Festival of Hope, in Flintshire. 

The event played host to a three-day
series of open-air music concerts, spon-
sored by wind energy developer West Coast
Energy Limited.

Launched last year, the festival is organ-
ised to raise funds for Hope House
Hospices, whose purpose built support
facilities cater for the special needs and
requirements of terminally ill children visit-
ing from Shropshire, Cheshire, Wrexham
and Powys.

Paula Jewson, Director and Company
Secretary said: "The Hope House Hospice
appeal provides such a crucial role in the
lives of so many local families and we feel
privileged to be able to support their work
in such a creative way."

Sweden does U-
turn on nuclear
Sweden has given the green

light for the replacement of its

nuclear reactors. The country's

10 reactors supply about half its

electricity and the new plan, 

will see the new reactors being

built at the same site as the

country's existing plants.

Banishing the
red tape culture
A tough new Cabinet committee
tasked with the job of reducing the
heavy burden of red tape on business,
met for the first time last month. 

Chaired by Business Secretary
Vince Cable and including Chief
Secretary to the Treasury Danny
Alexander and Cabinet Office Minister
Francis Maude, its aim is to ensure
that there is a robust case for any new
regulations.

It has the unprecedented power to
send burdensome red tape back to
Departments and also guarantees that
all other options have been considered
before more regulations are introduced.

Sun shines on
the nation's
schools.
SCHOOLS across the country will soon
be able to generate their own green
electricity thanks to a new British Gas
initiative. 

The company will donate and install
solar panels - worth between £20,000 and
£40,000 per school - in up to 750 schools. 

All schools receiving solar panels
will also receive a smart meter, offering
real time information so pupils can see
the difference their solar panels are
making. Specially created Generation
Green lesson plans will help teachers
engage their pupils in learning about
renewable energy, and schools will be
able to track their performance against
others and share tips and advice via a
specially designed website.
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SURCHARGES

smarter
accurate
live
metering.
By implementing smarter metering  
into your business practices you  
have more scope to reduce  
consumption. 

LIVE mains metering &  
sub-metering data tells you  
what, where, why, and when 
you are consuming energy.

It shows you NOW what you are consuming 
It shows you NOW when you start saving

01246 233 632 email info@t-mac.co.uk or visit  
us online at www.t-mac.co.uk

Call to see how t-mac can help.

THE taxes, levies and surcharges include:-
The Nuclear Decommissioning Levy.  Introduced many years ago

at 0.2p/unit.
1. The Fossil Fuel Levy.  Applies to all fuels including non fossil

nuclear electricity.  It was supposed to be offset by reduced National
Insurance contributions, but the latter quickly evaporated. 

2. Surcharges relating to environmental issues.  These include the
Carbon Reduction Commitment, the Carbon Emissions Reduction
Target, also known as CERT, CERT II which is more of the same at an
increased level, and so on. Within this same group there is now talk of
a possible further 10 per cent environmental surcharge the exact
details of which remain unclear.  This needs resisting.

3. We also now have the cost of carbon and permits to burn car-

ELECTRICITY
TAXES, LEVIES 

& SURCHARGES

bon fuels, the largest use of this is generating electricity. We can
expect more now the EU is moving in on the act as well.

4. Wind.  Whilst supporting the sentiments behind wind produced
electricity, it comes at substantial additional cost through the
Renewables obligation which legally forces the electricity providers to
deliberately source a fixed percentage of their deliveries from more
expensive renewable sources.  The current level is around 5 per cent
of the total, but it is due to increase to 20 per cent by 2020.  Much
more worrying is that every unit of wind generating capacity requires
90 per cent of that again in fossil fuel capacity as standby.  Move for-
ward to 2020  and this standby capacity will require two and a half
power stations each the size of Daox, Europe's largest.  No prizes for
guessing where these additional costs will end up.

5. From April 6th this year the Government introduced Feed-In
Tariffs for domestic wind and solar electricity production.  This sounds
great, but with up to 41p/unit to be paid by the local electricity
provider you can easily guess who ultimately will be paying.

6. The additional and substantial infrastructure costs associated
with these last two issues, will not be applied solely to them, but
equated across all types of electricity production further elevating
the price.

7. Smart metering is a great idea for those who have been edu-
cated both to want this technology and to be able to use it advanta-
geously. Proposals to equip all of UK with these meters are likely to
add a further £5 - £6 billion to electricity costs. 

8. As prices are allowed to increase we can anticipate an increase
in the number of households who don't pay their electricity bills.
Already the number exceeds a quarter of a million, which further
increases the unit charge to everybody else.

9. For completion there’s VAT, but many of you will recover that.  
In our attempt to quantify the current cost of all these issues I

suggest you go back 30 years or more when typically the fossil fuel
element of electricity was two thirds of the total and everything else
was one third.  Today these figures are reversed which in mathemati-
cal terms means electricity prices have doubled relative to the fossil
fuel charges.

The taxes, levies and surcharges need eliminating where they
impact up competitiveness, where they hurt the vulnerable fuel poor,
indeed anywhere where they damage.  We also need stability in our
electrical generating industry and provide a sensible return on their
long life, as well as encouraging electrical energy security, and a
diversity of fuels for electrical power generation - including sufficient
nuclear to at least supply 100 per cent of the bare load.

In moving this forward, I believe the MEUC may wish to take a
lead- I hope so.

“Michael has highlighted here the key challenges facing future
I&C energy costs,” adds Andrew Buckley, Director General of MEUC.
The MEUC will continue to press the case with the new administra-
tion. For Andrew’s thoughts on this see page 12.

Michael Roberts, Director 
of MCR Energy and past
president of The Institute
of Energy, examines the
many electricity taxes,
levies and surcharges that
are creeping into bills and
presents this lengthy list
of ‘add ons’ I&C customers
can expect in their bills

mailto:info@t-mac.co.uk
http://www.t-mac.co.uk


stay in control

cut your costs and be more
energy efficient at…

EVENT PARTNERSCARBON OFFSET PARTNER

CONFERENCES  |  SEMINARS  |  WORKSHOPS  |  EXHIBITION  |  NETWORKING  |  INSIGHT & INNOVATION

CO-EVENT SPONSORS

OFFICIAL SPONSOR

theenergyevent.com

8th - 9th September 2010
National Motorcycle Museum, Solihull, Birmingham

http://www.theenergyevent.com


open
invitation...
The SmartestEnergy Team would be 
delighted to meet you at The Energy 
Event this year. Whether you’re interested 
in a 1:1 meeting with one of our Key 
Account Managers or just an informal 
chat over a drink, we’ll be on hand 
throughout.

 Slug and Lettuce, Solihull on 7th   

 
 

 Account Managers at a time and date  
 that suits you to discuss your energy  

For further information, visit the events 
section on the SmartestEnergy website 

See you there!

www.smartestenergy.com
 

http://www.smartestenergy.com
http://www.smartestenergy.com

